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World Wrestling Federation Champion 


Hulk Hogan 


Hulk Hogan is the world’s most recognizable 
athlete-personality. He is the hero of men, women 
and children of all ages, from the jungles of Bor- 
neo to the high-rises of Manhattan. No other 
athlete has such a unique relationship with his 
fans. The Hulkster sets off an outpouring of 
excitement and admiration from the crowds who 
flock to see him. This flood of emotion has an 
electrifying effect upon Hogan, who draws 
strength from the cheering that erupts around 
the ring. The interplay between the champion 
and his admirers is called “Hulkamania.” In 
Hogan’s words, it is “a bond between us that 
nobody can break, man, a unity that’s special.” 
The Hulkster has been champion since January 
24, 1984. Throughout his reign, he has met awe- 
some challenges from some of the most feared 


Left: The Hulkster listens for his beloved 
Hulkamaniacs. Below: Hulk revs up before a 
steel cage match. Below, right: When the 
Hulkster rips off his shirt, fans know that he’s 

ready for action. 


wrestlers on earth—and has emerged trium- 
phant from all. He thwarted the feared back- 
breaker of Hercules. He conquered the massive 
King Kong Bundy in WrestleMania II. In Wrestle- 
Mania III, he faced the terrifying threat of Andre 
the Giant, until then unbeaten, a colossus stand- 
ing 7 feet 5 inches and weighing 495 pounds. 
Hogan, at a lean, mean 294 pounds struggled 
from the brink of disaster to bodyslam Andre and 
keep him down for a pinfall. Hogan devotes him- 
self to clean living and intense physical training, 
which has given this Venice Beach, California, 
native an incredible physique, typified by 24- 
inch biceps. Even more impressive than his 
physical attributes is Hogan’s indomitable spirit. 
It has carried him to victory against great odds— 
as much as has his powerful body. Hogan is 
deeply patriotic, and proud of his country, which 
he readily defends against any detractors. His 
theme song, Real American, exemplifies 
Hogan's way of life. 


Above: Before a big Memorial Day match, the 
Hulkster shows the colors in memory of our 
veterans, Right: King Harley Race heads for a 
hard landing, courtesy of Hogan. 
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Ken Patera 


Ken Patera has weathered a storm that would 
have swept most men away. He was NCAA 
shotput champion, a stellar student athlete at 
Brigham Young University. He was an Olympic 
hero, one of the greatest weightlifters in the 
world, loved and respected by his countrymen. 
He became a professional wrestler with seem- 
ingly unlimited horizons—and then he fell under 
the destructive influence of Bobby “The Brain” 
Heenan, a manager who has no scruples. Ken 
Patera ended up in prison, unfairly or not, after 
an incident with police that ended in a brawl. 
Disgraced, seemingly destined to be forgotten, 
Patera did not buckle. While in prison, he thought 
about both past and future and how Heenan had 
led him astray. Patera took a hard look at himself 
and decided to change his life. Behind bars, he 
studied and earned the last few college credits 
that gave him his bachelor's degree. His mind-set 


changed and, when after two years he re-entered 
the outside world, he vowed to clean up the likes 
of Heenan and his ilk. That decision cost the 
267-pounder from Portland, Oregon, Heenan’s 
undying enmity. Patera became the target of 
Heenan’s mob of mat thugs. Launched against 
him were Hercules, King Kong Bundy, Paul “Mr. 
Wonderful” Orndorff and King Harley Race. 
Again, Patera did not buckle. His courage and 
honesty in the face of all odds have once again 
earned him the respect and admiration of his 
countrymen. 


Left: Former Olympian Ken Patera shows his 
power as he poses for the photographer. Below: 
Patera and Bobby Heenan’s strongman 
Hercules match up in a test of strength while 
Hercules’ partner Andre the Giant watches 
ominously from outside the ropes. 
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Above, top: Patera gives his mighty arms a 
workout with a dumbbell curl. Above, bottom: 
The mirror catches Ken's reflection as he 
pumps iron. Right: Patera and Bobby “The 
Brain” Heenan in the first-ever ring debate. It 
ended in a brawl. 


Yon. 
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Randy “Macho Man” 
Savage 


The Macho Man, Randy Savage, has a ring style 
as explosive as his dynamic personality. Savage 
has built a reputation as one of the toughest and 
at the same time most skilled athletes in the 
WWE. When need be, he can brawl with the best 
with no holds barred, But unlike many grapplers 
who rely on pure brute strength to win matches, 
Savage can turn on a barrage of scientific holds 
and tactics that leaves opponents mentally con- 
fused and physically whipped. A 238-pound 
dynamo who has held the WWF Intercontinental 
Title, Savage is famed for an attack unique to this 
native of Sarasota, Florida. He heaves his adver- 
sary out of the ring, mounts the top rope, soars 
into the air and crashes down on his target with 
an airborne elbow smash. Once he strikes this 


way, it’s usually all she wrote as far as his oppo- 
nent is concerned. Flashy and always ready to 
voice his opinion, Savage has launched his 
“Macho Madness” throughout the WWE. Per- 
haps his greatest asset is his beautiful manager, 
Elizabeth. She is a gem, always standing with her 
man in the face of the most frightening opposi- 
tion. Her unfailing support has helped the Macho 
Man through many a tight spot, although he 
doesn’t always like to admit it. 


Below: Savage strikes with both knees from 
the air. He gives his all in every match. Right: 
Randy points to his impressive bicep. He has a 
tremendous physique. 
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Below: “Easy, woman.” Savage tells Elizabeth 
to be careful with his robe. Immediate right: 
Savage and his shades, Randy loves glorious 
sunglasses. Page opposite: Savage aims an 
aerial elbow at his adversary. Elbow smashes 
and double ax handles are among the myriad 
weapons in Randy’s arsenal. 
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Jimmy “Mouth Of The 
South” Hart 


hone in hand, Jimmy Hart dances around 
=, jabbering inanely at wrestlers, referee 
one else within the sound of his elec- 
amplified voice. It seems like a waste of 
But it really is a fiendishly clever tactic. 
n is to distract referees and opponents 
his men can take advantage of the situa- 
worked for Hart. He has guided the 
Tonk Man as the “Colonel” to the WWF 
ntinental Title. He has taken the Hart 
dation—Jim “The Anvil” Neidhart and Bret 
Man” Hart—to the WWF Tag Team Cham- 
p. And he has brought Danny Davis, the 
ed referee, to prominence as a grappler, 
ng the desire of WWF President Jack 
to toss Davis out of the wrestling arena. 
y little Jimmy Hart is a big man in the WWE. 


Left: The Mouth mouths off. Top right: Hart 
yammering at ringside with his megaphone. 
Bottom right; Hart offers Jim “The Anvil” 
Neidhart some ringside instructions. Below: 
With Danny Davis taking a call in the 
background, Neidhart, Bret “Hit Man” Hart 
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The Hart Foundation 


Take one Jim “The Anvil” Neidhart, a man who 
gleefully busts up people. Who has the strength 
of an infantry platoon. Add to that Bret “Hit 
Man” Hart, young, strong and skilled at both the 
science and the skulduggery of the mat wars. 
Throw in a dash of manager Jimmy “Mouth of 
the South” Hart, and youve got a winning mix— 
enough to have taken the WWF Tag Team Title 
from the whirlwind duo of the British Bulldogs. 
Together, they‘re the Hart Foundation, the organ- 
ization put together by Jimmy, built on the pul- 
verizing power of Neidhart and the ruthless skill 
of Bret. Neidhart, who shocked the world by 
tossing a blacksmith’s anvil around like a tennis 
ball, and Bret, who has the instincts of a gutter 
fighter and the skill of a master grappler—bad 
news for opponents. Especially bad, because 
along with winning, their greatest pleasure seems 
to be hurting the other guy. No like? They don’t 
care. They win. 
Immediate right: Hart confers at ringside with 
the Foundation before they enter the ropes. 
Below: No need to worry, Mouth, the Founda- 
tion takes care of the opposition with their 
patented Hart Attack. Opposite page: Thumbs 
up by Jimmy for his victorious champions. 
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Honky Tonk Man 


e have done it without the help of man- 
the “Colonel” Jimmy Hart? Who knows? 
y or the other, the Honky Tonk Man, the 
be King of Rock ’n’ Roll, held the World 
g Federation Intercontinental Title for a 
hile. What he failed to do with his hip- 
g and guitar he did in the ring. Down for 
ount—perhaps by bad luck—went Ricky 
Dragon” Steamboat, and Honky, a 255- 
+ from Memphis, had a championship 
jonky Tonk gloried in his title. He basked in 


what he believed was the admiration of fans. 
Never was anyone so off base. Honky Tonk is so 
full of himself he doesn’t realize that most fans 
think he’s a creep. Be that as it may. He has helda 
big, shiny strap around his waist that says he can 
get to the top—of wrestling, if not rock ‘n’ roll. 


Opposite page: Honky Tonk, looking more like 
Elvis than Elvis himself. “They love me,” he 
thinks. “We hate him,” fans say. Immediate left: 
Honky plays some bad music on an opponent. 
Below: Honky and Jimmy Hart at Elvis’ Grace- 
land. They couldn’t get past the gate. 


Above: “Elvis who?” Honky seems 
to be asking as he wiggles around 
the ring. Right: Honky Tonk 
trying to screw Junk Yard Dog’s 
head off his shoulders. Honky 
Tonk is a rugged ring competitor 


Dangerous 
Danny Davis 


Danny Davis, or Dangerous” Danny Davis as he 
likes to call himself, is one of the cockiest and 
most insolent men in the ring. He calls himself a 
“great” wrestler. He sneers at his opponents, and, 
for that matter, everybody but his manager, 
Jimmy “Mouth of the South” Hart, and his fellow 
wrestlers in the Hart stable. Many fans wonder 
why Davis is so arrogant. His ring credentials are 
not particularly astonishing. Davis seems unus- 
ually lucky, often winning by a fluke when he 
isn’t cheating. He is a slippery character. Davis, 
who weighs 230 pounds and is from Dover, New 
Hampshire, became a wrestler after he was 
banned as a referee for life by WWF President 
Jack Tunney. His switch to the tights was an end 
run around Tunney’s edict, which is typical of 
Davis’ sneaky ways. 


Opposite page: Davis and the smirk that has 
made millions hate him. Immediate right: 
Davis, cocky as usual before a match, Below: 
Hart gives Davis a send-off before the bell. 
Below, right: Davis is no stramger to contro- 
versy. Here he disputes a ruling with Mr T. 
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Bobby “The Brain” 
Heenan 


lots of them—call Bobby Heenan 
el.” His sneaky plots have earned him 

But, similarly, the nickname he has 
Sesen for himself—“The Brain”—also fits. Be- 
deenan has proved time and time again 
one of the best managerial minds in 
onal wrestling. It has brought him huge 

a mansion in Beverly Hills. Heenan 
bled a gang of henchmen that threaten 
cam the WWF rankings topsy-turvy; King 
dy, King Harley Race, Hercules, the 
s plus a bunch of other cutthroats he can 
n missions of destruction between the 
h all the weapons at his disposal, Hee- 
either concentrate all his forces on a 
»e—such as Ken Patera—or mount a mul- 


Left: Eyes glittering, white teeth bared in a 
sneaky smile, Bobby “The Brain” Heenan 
plots. Right: Heenan holds King Harley Race’s 
cown. Below: Heenan and Hercules celebrate 
after the strongman has destroyed his victim. 


tifaceted attack on many opponents. He orches- 
trates his assaults with a deft hand, and often his 
ultimate objective is cleverly masked. Among his 
goals, there are two that he wants most but has 
not fulfilled. One is the destruction of his former 
prize grappler, Ken Patera, now Heenan’s arch- 
foe. The other is to take the WWF World Title 
from Hulk Hogan. For all his smarts, Heenan has 
achieved neither. 


Hercules 


From the legendary halls of Mt. Olympus, home 
of the Greek gods, a legendary hero came back to 
Earth, to conquer in the wrestling ring as he had 
destroyed armies in the days of ancient Greece. 
Whether or not you believeit, Hercules does. He 
insists he is the Hercules who made the world of 
the past tremble at his feats of strength. And 
manager Bobby “The Brain” Heenan encourages 
him to think so. Hercules may have a point. His 
275-pound body is awesome. Muscles bulge on 
muscles. Sinews ripple. Wow. The man’s body is 
as hard as granite, or maybe the marble of a 
Greek temple. His attitude toward his opponents 


is also as hard and unfeeling as rock. Hercules 
leaves no room for mercy. Victory. That's his only 
goal. And he will do anything to achieve it. 
Including whacking people with the chain he 
wears when he enters the ring. Without the 
chain, he’s just as deadly. He will clamp on a full 
nelson that makes strong men snivel. And if he 
gets his opponent in a backbreaker, forget it. 
Another victory is added to the legend. And that 
makes Bobby Heenan very happy. 


Left: Draped in his ponderous chains, Hercules 
issues a challenge. Below: The mighty man 
who claims to come from Mt. Olympus shows 
his incredible strength as he lofts an opponent 
skyward with ease. Right: No one, Hercules 
claims, is strong enough to wear his chains. 
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The Islanders 
Haku and Tama 


the South Sea Islands, Haku and 
savage as the sharks that roam their 
They are the heirs to ancient can- 
rs who roved the ocean in great war 
‘ing islands for captives and loot. Sim- 
slanders of the World Wrestling Fed- 

ge the mat world, using a combina- 
kill, Oriental combat arts and brawling to 
their opposition. The Islanders have 
n tough, but not always rulebreakers. 
they decided to take a shortcut to 


wrestling success and joined up with wily man- 
ager Bobby “The Brain” Heenan, who made 
them out-and-out terrors. 


Opposite page: A bargain sealed. The Islanders 
join with Heenan after they signed a contract 
making the Brain their manager. Below, left: 
Hitting from above, Tama is about to squash an 
opponent. Below, right: Moving like a panther, 
Haku leapfrogs an opponent. 
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King Harley Race 


ce wears the purple and the crown as 
royalty. Managed by Bobby “The 
an, Race feels the world should bow 
inks of himself as wrestling royalty. 
or not he deserves the royal title, 
oubtedly one of the finest wrestlers 
er the ring. This mat-wise veteran is a 
 suplex and has perfected more 
of that pulverizing move than anyone 
e ring. Race is a technical wrestler 
compare. He also cares little for the rules 
them can help him win. Thus, many 
ould like to see this king dethroned. 


Opposite page: All hail King Harley. Right: 
Heenan, King Harley and the crownbearer at 
Race’s coronation. Below: Race rattles an 
opponent. King Harley is one of the most 
experienced of ring veterans. 
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King Kong Bundy 


The avalanche and big splash. These two moves, 
both of which are designed to squash an oppo- 
nent, can be effectively used only by a man of 
titanic size. And that’s why they are tailor-made 
for King Kong Bundy, the bald brute from Atlan- 
tic City, New Jersey, who insists that referees 
count to five instead of three when he makes a 
pin. Bundy, 6 feet 5 inches and 468 pounds, is a 
member of manager Bobby “The Brain” Hee- 
nan’s wrestling family. With his back-alley in- 
stincts and monumental size, he is one of 
Heenan’s most potent weapons. Bundy seems a 
man totally without pity for a beaten opponent. 
Instead, this glowering giant seems to enjoy toy- 
ing with a whipped adversary like a cat with a 
mouse, When he tires of his sport, Bundy con- 
sents to make a pinfall, adding his demand fora 
five count as an additional humiliation of his foe. 


Opposite page: Bundy’s fearsome visage often 
frightens opponents so much they are jelly by 
the time the match begins. Right: Bundy reeks 
confidence. He should. He has whipped some 
of the best men in wrestling. Below, left: Bundy 
prepares to heave Jake “The Snake” Roberts. 
Below, right: Bundy hammers Corporal Kirchner. 
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Andre The Giant 


Andre the Giant. For more than a decade, fans 
revered this mountainous man from the French 
Alps. Andre measures 7 feet 5 inches tall and 495 
pounds, was a man who abided by the rules of 
sport, an ally of WWF Champion Hulk Hogan 
and foe of people who thrived on trickery and 
foul deeds. Never beaten in his 15-year ring 
career, Andre was not satisfied with fan admira- 
tion. He began to yearn for more recognition, 
which meant the title held by his friend Hulk. 
Enter Bobby “The Brain” Heenan. The crafty 
manager many people call “The Weasel” sensed 
that in Andre’s dissatisfaction lay the seeds of 
Hulk's destruction, long Heenan’s goal. He ap- 
proached Andre, offering the hand of friendship, 
then worked on Andre's mind until his friend- 
ship for Hulk turned to hate. Fans around the 


world know what happened next. Andre pro- 
voked Hulk and challenged him to a champion- 
ship match in WrestleMania Ill. The war between 
the two titans of wrestling was awesome. Andre 
seemed to have the conflict locked up. But in the 
end, through a valiant effort, the Hulkster pre- 
vailed, slammed Andre and took the pin. Andre 
and Heenan returned to the dressing room, their 
cause lost for the moment. 


Below, left: Andre challenges Hulk with an out- 
rageous insult on Piper's Pit before Wrestle- 
Mania III Below, right: Andre with manager 
Heenan at ringside as they show up to watch 
Hulk before WrestleMania IIL Right: Hogan 
meets Andre's awful glare as they face one 
another just before the bell of their title match. 
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Slick 


ind duded up, Slick started in the 
ovice manager whose talents were 
no time, he showed where his abili- 
sembled a stable of bruisers the 
y in the WWE. Arrayed under the 
ckster the Trickster are the burly 
kolai Volkoff, the awesome One Man 
brutal Butch Reed, the Natural. 
© favor wrestlers of overpowering 
mgth, rather than technical skill. 
n second-guess him about that. The 
he enters in the mat wars are notably 


successful, which has helped the Slickster pur- 
chase a wealth of worldly goods—things such as 
flashy cars and threads he enjoys flaunting 
before the less fortunate 


Opposite page: The Doctor of Style. That's 

what Slick calls himself. Many other people 
think his style is badly in need of doctoring. 
Below: Slick at ringside. He wears his left arm 
in a cast—the result of an injury when the Brit- 
ish Bulldogs’ canine sidekick, Matilda, chased 

him onto the ropes and he fell to the arena floor. 
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One Man Gang, a Chicago street-fighter, packs 
more powerful poundage on his burly frame 
than many tag teams do together. Four hundred 
and fifty pounds of bad temper are carried on his 
6-foot 9-inch body. His head is shaved, except for 
aragged Mohawk crest that rises abovea pattern 
of garish tattoos that decorate the sides of his 
skull. Managed by the slippery Slick, One Man 
Gang has an approach to the mat wars that is 
frighteningly simple. He seems to feel no pain 
and laughs at the efforts of opponents to halt his 
crushing advance. Adversaries are bashed and 
battered until they are in la-la land, then often 
hauled up onto the ropes in the Gang’s grue- 
some grasp. Next, One Man Gang rides his vic- 
tim to the mat, arranging things so the poor soul 
lands on his face, with the Gang on his back. The 
shadow of this behemoth looms over the entire 
World Wrestling Federation. 


Opposite page: A snarl by The Gang, strikes 
fear into a man’s heart. Immediate right: The 
Gang shouts his defiance to the world. Below: 
Gang goes wild as Slick whips up his fury. 
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The Natural 
Buich Reed 


Natural? Get a load of that hairdo. No question 
that Butch Reed’s hair color came out ofa perox- 
ide bottle. What's natural about the brutal, 255- 
pound Reed is his genuine meanness. Reed likes 
to hurt people. And his manager, Slick, loves to 
see him do it. 

Possessed ofa spectacular build, Reed is one of 
the strongest men in the ring today, bodypress- 
ing opponents over his head with astonishing 
ease. He could win matches just on strength and 
ability. But his temperament won't let him. He 
has to whip on people to feel good. And when he 
feels good, he’s truly bad. 


Opposite page: The Natural? With that hairdo? 
Immediate right: Reed can hit from the air. 
Below: He also is adept at mat work. 
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Mr. Fuji 


nificent One meaner, Killer 
nd Demolition more destruc- 
s= sre only some of the claims to fame— 
—of the sinister Oriental 
he polite smile of this 
urks darkness and 
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stlers are the vilest tac- 
something more under- 
nows does not exist, Fuji 


site page: Painted with the colors he 
rs for his tag team, Demolition, Fuji’s 


t. Below: Fuji with Ax of Demolition. 
Mr Fuji watches intently from ringside. 
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Killer 


Khan 


A brutal 310-pound Mongolian warrior, Killer 
Khan lives only to destroy his enemies. And he 
does that with deadly efficiency. Khan is skilled 
in many Asian fighting arts, including some 
unknown outside his native Mongolia. Besides 
ancient Mongolian fighting forms, Killer Khan 
uses judo, karate and, especially, the centuries- 
old battlefield form of Japanese sumo wrestling. 
Two thousand years ago, warriors proficient in 
combat sumo would close with.their enemies, 
kick and grapple them to the ground, then hold 
them pinned for capture or death. Killer Khan 
uses the same method to beat adversaries into 
submission for a pin. Although he is a huge man, 
Killer Khan also incredibly agile. His agility 
allows him to use another of his fighting tech- 
niques, the Mongolian kneedrop. Khan climbs to 


the top rope, then bombs down on his opponer 
to unload a knee to the neck and head region. It 
always lights out for the victim. Khan’s viciou 
tactics go hand-in-hand with the plots of hi 
notorious manager, Mr. Fuji. Under Fuji, Kille 
Khan has become a contender for the Worl 
Wrestling Federation World Title. 


Below, left: Killer Khan, Fuji at his side, focuse 
his rage on the hapless opponents in the ring 
with him. Below, right: Khan performs a ritual 
before the bell. Right: Khan, heir of medieval 
Mongol warriors, in tribal dress. 
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Kamala The Ugandan: 
Headhunter | 


Kamala, the 406-pound savage from the African 
interior, brings the fang-and-claw ethics of the 
jungle into the ring. Managed by Mr. Fuji, Kamala 
literally tries to take the head off his opponents. 
With all his size, at first glance he might seem 
slow. But when he explodes into action, he 
reveals surprising speed. 

Kamala kicks like a Cape buffalo. He chops 
adversaries like a lion clawing downa zebra. And 
then he climbs to the top rope like a stalking 
leopard to descend on his victim with pulveriz- 
ing force. All the while, from ringside, Fuji whips 
up his fury. Kamala speaks a secret tribal lan- 
guage. Only his handler, Kimchee, another mys- 
terious character, can communicate with Kamala 
in his native tongue. 


Opposite page: Kamala with handler Kimchee. 
Immediate right: Kimchee commands Kamala 
to get off the ropes. Below: Kamala leapfrogs 
Hulk Hogan. Despite his huge size, Kamala 

is incredibly agile. 
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Demolition 
Ax And Smash 


part, who'll pick up the pieces? 
Ax and Smash. They bust the 
ller shreds. Their names are their 
ash, together, Demolition. And 
Mr Fuji, swings them into oppo- 
cing, ‘yall Demolition is a vision 
hope never happens. Hooded in 
faces painted in lurid designs, 
u old, shiny steel, they are no man 
mn = if every man gave in to destruc- 
Coming into the ring at a combined 
-y go about their task of destruc- 
ytion. Within the confines of the 
ey evokea specter of total annihila- 
can anyone stand before them? 


Let Ax, left, and Smash, right, together— 
olition. Right: As the devious Mr. Fuji 
sbsexwes, Demolition enters the ring. Bottom: 
Ax and Smash finish off an opponent 

with a double battering. 
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Johnny V. 


Johnny V. doesn’t care what the world thinks of 
him. The only thing that matters to him is Johnny 
V.and his achievements in life. And Johnny is an 
achiever. This Manhattan native piloted the old 
Dream Team of Brutus Beefcake and Greg “The 
Hammer” Valentine to a WWF Tag Team Cham- 
pionship. Brutus eventually split, after the team 
lost the title. No matter to Johnny. Waiting in the 
wings, Johnny had a new team member, the 
rugged and surly Dino Bravo. 
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Now that Bravo has teamed up with Valentine, 
Johnny is eyeing another title. He feels that he 
can bring his new Dream Team to stardom just 
like the old. Time will tell. 


Below: From the look on Johnny's face, 
something he doesn’t like is happening in the 
ring. It must be happening to Bravo, because 
Valentine can be seen in the corner. Right: 
Johnny’s a smug son of the Big Apple. 
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The New Dream 


Team 


Dino Bravo, the 255-pound Montrealer, and Greg 
“The Hammer” Valentine, the former WWF 
Intercontinental kingpin and Tag Team Co-champ- 
ion from Seattle, Washington, are the new Dream 
Team under manager Johnny V. The powerful 
Bravo and 248-pound Valentine constitute one of 
the most experienced teams in the WWE. Bravo 
joined the team after Brutus Beefcake split with 
Valentine and Johnny. 

Both members of the team are skilled wrestlers. 
Both care little about the rules. Together, espe- 
cially under Johnny’s clever guidance, they are 
tough to beat. Johnny feels he can guide them to 
a title, but only time will tell if he is right. 


Page opposite: Bravo, Johnny and Valentine. 
Immediate right: Last-minute consultation 
before the fray. Below, left: Bravo is a true 
strongman. Below, right: Valentine is a solid 
technician with plenty of power 
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Ricky “The Dragon” 
Steamboat | 


ge, Ricky Steamboat has 
knowledge of the ancient 
Orient. He is nicknamed 
mythical beast is a sym- 
d strength in the Far East. 
‘ete from Hawaii adds the 
other extensive ring skills. 
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da vast understanding of 
chnique. He has held the 
tal Championship and, al- 
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also known as the Little 
y 1987. 


boat in a martial arts stance. He is 
s@= Sexpert at Asian combat techniques. Inset: 
Dragons. Right: Ricky has one of 

t armdrags in wrestling. Below: 
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Outlaw Ron Bass 


This tough-talking, bullwhip-cracking cowboy 
from Texas is a law unto himself. The 275-pound 
Bass turns matches into the likes of saloon 
brawls. He is a grappling version of a back- 
shooter and bushwhacker. But what can you 
expect from a man who fondly calls his whip 


Miss Betsy and enjoys applying her to the hides 
of opponents? 

Typical of Bass’ approach to ring tactics is the 
hold he often uses to disable people so they can 
be pinned, It’s the “Texas gourd buster.” He 
brings his opponent down headfirst on the mat. 
The victim’s head is between Bass’ legs at the 
moment of impact. Then Bass adds his weight to 
the momentum. It’s a sure headache for the 
opponent and usually a pin for Bass. 


Right: Outlaw Ron and his bullwhip, Miss 
Betsy. Below: Bass puts the squeeze on wres- 
tling’s poet, Leaping Lanny Poffo. Left: Ron 
Bass considers himself a throwback to the days 
of Western bad men. He's bad, that’s for sure. 
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Jake “The Snake” 
_ Roberts 


Long and lean, with muscles that ripple sinu- 
ously, Jake “The Snake” Roberts can strike like a 
bushmaster in the ring. This unusual man has 
eyes that penetrate with hypnotic power, lightn- 
ing moves—and a mind sharp as a razor. He has 
demonstrated his physical prowess over a host 
of opponents, many of whom have been knocked 
cold by his patented finishing hold, the DDT. Jake 
has also shown the world his keen mental pow- 
ers on his interview program, The Snake Pit, aired 
on the WWF television network. Roberts frightens 
the wits out of his opponents by bringing his pet 
python, Damian, with him to the ring. Part ofthe 
reason for the fear Damian inspires is that Jake's 
opponents know, if they are knocked out, Roberts 
will let Damian slither all over them. 


Left: Jake “The Snake” Roberts and python 
Damian. Right: Roberts destroys an adversary 
with the DDT. Below: The beaten unfortunate 

is subjected to Damian’s coils. 
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Opposite page: Roberts scores with a vicious 
clothesline. Top: Roberts interviews Bobby 
Heenan and his henchmen on the WWF tele- 
vision program, The Snake Pit. Immediately 
above: Roberts and rock star Alice Cooper, who 
worked his corner in WrestleMania IIL 
Immediate left: Roberts ready to unleash Damian. 
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The Junk Yard Dog 


When he was a poor youngster in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, the Junk Yard Dog took spare 
parts from a scrap heap to make bicycles and 
other toys. Today this 265-pounder is a WWF star, 
but he has never forgotten his origins and is 
especially fond of children. After he wins a 
match, he usually invites some of the kids from 
ringside to celebrate with him in the ring. 

Agood-hearted man, JYDisa terror in the ring, 
especially when somebody tries dirty tricks 
against him. Enormously strong, he smashes 
opponents to the mat with a move called the 
“thump.” He also uses a ferocious headbutt, 
which he can deliver from a variety of positions, 
including on hands and knees. This is one dog 
that has a real bite. 


Opposite page: The Junk Yard Dog is a power- 
packed veteran who always tells children, “Go 
to school and stay off drugs.” Immediate right, 
top: The Dog ready to enter the ring. Immed- 
iate right, bottom: JYD in a defensive posture. 
Below: A vicious powerslam by the Dog. 


66 WWE Superstars II 


AC Es a a 


SEE am 


Outback Jack 


“G'day, mates, I’m Outback Jack.” That’s how 
this tough son of the wild Australian bush coun- 
try introduced himself to WWF fans when he 
arrived from his native land. Friendly but rugged, 
Outback Jack is the kind of guy who judges 
every man on his own merits. He is always wil- 
ling to offer his hand in friendship and, before a 
match, in sportsmanship. If an opponent tejects 
Jack’s overtures and plays fast and loose with the 
rules, he'll find that the hand closes into a mighty 
fist, backed by 280 pounds of muscle. 


Opposite page: Big, tough and ready for action, 
Outback Jack hails from the wild and woolly 
Australian back country. Immediate right: Jack 
turns the tables by blocking a kick. Below: If 
he can wrestle water buffalo at home, he can 
handle opponents in the WWF. 
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The Million Dollar Man 
Ted DiBiase 


Money is no object for this unusual man. His 
motto is “every man has his price.” DiBiase 
believes he can buy anything he wants, includ- 
ing the right to humiliate other people. He likes 
to see people crawl for cash. 

DiBiase’s actions in the ring reflect those in his 
public life. He likes to humble opponents. Not by 
buying them out, but by whipping them through 
a combination of wrestling skill and brawling. 


Left: DiBiase’s face exudes confidence that he 
can buy anybody and anything. Right: “What's 
your price?” DiBiase asks in a telehone 
conversation. Below: DiBiase, Virgil and limo. 
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While his bodyguard Virgil stands guard, 
DiBiase asks the fans to crawl for cash. Inset: 
He may be rich but he can wrestle. 


Elizabeth 


You've got the hearts of men around the world 
fluttering. Their chests heaving. Their minds 
yearning. But you don’t seem to care. Because 
you've got Randy “Macho Man” Savage, and 
that’s all you seem to need. Elizabeth, the enig- 
matic and gorgeous manager of the Macho Man, 
seems out of place in the hurly-burly, often brutal 
world of the wrestling ring. Yet she never loses 
her poise, dignity and limitless faith in the man 
she has chosen to stand with through both vic- 
tory and defeat—although with Savage, fortu- 
nately for her defeat is exceedingly rare. Eliza- 
beth is unique. 


Opposite page: Elizabeth. Many think she’s the 
most beautiful woman in the world. Below: 
Randy “Macho Man” Savage's temper boils 
over as George “The Animal” Steele expresses 
his primitive adoration of Elizabeth. 
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Left: Randy Savage tries to keep Elizabeth 
between himself and Ricky “The Dragon” 
Steamboat's fury. 
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Billy Jack Haynes 


Master of the full nelson. Nobody has proved 
that Billy Jack Haynes, a 246-pounder from Por- 
tland, Oregon, is not just what he claims. Haynes 
doesn’t boast about it. He’s not that kind of guy. 
He just knows he has the most devastating full 
nelson in wrestling and won't lie about it. It takes 
tremendous power to apply a full nelson that few 
men have ever broken. Haynes has it. Years of 
intensive training with the weights have given 
him stupendous strength. But Haynes does not 
use his strength brutally. He approaches wres- 
tling scientifically, as the true sport of kings. If 
somebody breaks the rules, however, they will 
find that Billy Jack Haynes can use his strength 
with murderous effectiveness. He’s not the kind 
of guy to mess with. 


Opposite page: From Portland and proud of it. 
Oregonian Billy Jack Haynes has made a name 
for himself in the WWF. Below, left: Haynes 
and Hercules exchange unpleasantries. The two 
are mortal enemies. Immediate right: Haynes 
clamps his masterful full nelson on Hercules. 
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Brutus “The Barber” 
Beefcake 


Whatever you think about him, Brutus “The 
Barber” Beefcake has style. He moves his 263 
pounds around the ring with class. A bit dressy, 
perhaps, but this swaggering San Franciscan has 
got the stuff to back up his swagger. He’s been 
the target of one of the most dangerous conspira- 
cies in the WWF and has cut his way out of it. 

Brutus, with Greg “The Hammer” Valentine, 
was part of the original Dream Team, the WWF 
Tag Team Champs managed by Johnny V. 
Johnny dumped Brutus in favor of Dino Bravo, 
which set off a vendetta that is a long way from 
ending. On his own, Brutus was the target of 
myriad plots by Johnny and the new Dream 
Team of Valentine and Bravo. But Brutus stayed 
tough. He tempted Johnny into the ring, whipped 
him and — to show the nickname of “The 
Barber” was deserved—gave Johnny's curly 
locks a bit of a clipping. 


Opposite page: Brutus “The Barber’ Beefcake 
with the tools of his trade. Right: Beefcake is a 
flashy dresser Below: A happy Brutus tosses 
his unconscious victim’s locks into the air 
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Strike Force 


Rick Martel and Tito Santana—have emerged as 
a premier tag team since the two wrestlers joined 
forces in the late summer of 1987. Martel, a highly 
rated tag team contender was on his own and 
vulnerable to the attacks of enemies. Martel 
fought off their attacks bravely but was under- 
manned. Enter Tito Santana. He hooked up with 
Martel to form a new team, Strike Force, witha 
combined weight of 489 pounds and a dazzling 
array of skilled and deadly ring tactics. 


Strike Force’is one of the newest and strongest 
tag teams in the World Wrestling Federation 
today. With their lightning moves and 
high-flying tactics they are destined to have 

a bright future. 
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The Birdman 
Koko B. Ware 


Koko B. Ware is “The Birdman.” This 229-pound 
| flash from Union City, Tennessee, gets the nick- 
name not just because he likes birds and does 
“The Bird” when he dances into the ring, but 
because of his aerial ability. 

Koko goes aloft so often during matches he 
seems to be in the air as much as he is on the 
ground. He hits opponents from the sky until 
they are afraid to look up. Koko has a friendly 
macaw, Frankie. He brings Frankie to ringside, 
where the bird sits on a perch and encourages 
Koko with screeches and squawks. Does Koko 
understand Frankie? The Birdman just might. 


Opposite page: Koko B. Ware loves his macaw, 
Frankie. Below: Koko racks an opponent with 
a dropkick, possibly the most dazzling around, 
Right: Ware and Frankie happy after a big win. 
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The British Bulldogs 


Former WWF Tag Team Champions, the British 
Bulldogs are the team of the Dynamite Kid and 


remain one of the brightest stars among the 
World Wrestling Federation tag teams. 


Left: The Dynamite Kid, left, Davey Boy Smith 
and Matilda. Below: The Bulldogs, with Tito 
Santana, celebrate after the English pair beat 
the champion Hart Foundation in a non-title 

bout. Right: Bulldogs pet a bulldog. 


George “The Animal” 
Steele 


George “The Animal” Steele is an enigma. Inno- 
cent and childlike at one moment, he is a raging 
brute the next. He likes to chew up turnbuckles. 
No one has the remotest idea of what goes on 
inside the bald skull of this 288-pounder from 
Detroit, Michigan. He is a truly unique person- 
age. Just how intelligent is he? The answer is 
baffling. George can say a few words, some of the 
time he seems to sense what is going on around 
him, other times he seems in his own world. 
Opponents sometimes take advantage of 
George's bizarre behavior. But tricking George 
can backfire. If he is provoked, he goes wild. He 
reacts with primitive fury. Few men can stand up 
to Steele when he is on fire. Facing an aroused 
George Steele is like trying to stop a raging bull. 


Opposite page: He is unique. There is no one 
like George “The Animal” Steele. Immediate 
right, top: George tears up a turnbuckle. 
Immediate right, bottom: “George like ice 
cream.” Steele observes the making of WWF 
Ice Cream Bars at the plant. Below: He is an 
enigma. Man or beast? You decide. 


The Fabulous Moolah 


The Fabulous Moolah is a legend in her own 
right. She held the WWF Women’s Champion- 
ship for almost three decades, save for a year or 
so in the early 1980s, before losing to Sensational 
Sherri in the summer of 1987. Tough as leather, 
nasty as a black widow spider, Moolah is one of 
the most skilled and experienced veterans in the 
ring—of either sex. 

Enamored of flashy clothes, lacking even a 
touch of humility, Moolah is the type of person 
who can walkintoa room full of people and take 
over everyone’s conversation. She also can step 
into the ring and take over matters there just as 
easily. Moolah knows all the tricks, legal and 
illegal. Because of her immense experience, she 
has managed to pull off victories when all 
seemed lost. That is, until she ran intonewcomer 
Sensational Sherri, who took a beating from Moo- 
lah but then reversed her attempt at a pin and 
suddenly was the new champion. 


Even though Moolah no longer is champion, 
Sensational Sherri or, for that matter, anyoneelse 
who wears the women’s crown will have to 
struggle in her shadow. It is not very likely that 
anyone will ever again be able to hold the title for 
as long as Moolah. Norisit likely that anyone will 
be able to duplicate her unique style in—and 
out—of the ring. 


Opposite page: The Fabulous Moolah has had 
an unparalleled career, holding the title for 
almost three decades. Below, right: Moolah 
yanks some hair She regularly breaks the 
rules. Below, left: Moolah whips Sensational 
Sherri during the match that was to cost the 
Fabulous One her title. 
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The Rougeau Brothers 


“Blood is thicker than a contract.” That's the 
motto of Jacques and Raymond Rougeau, heirs 
to a Canadian wrestling family. The Rougeaus 
seem to know what is in one another's head. 
Each brother anticipates the moves of the other. 
No team tags in and out of thering more smoothly. 

The Rougeaus have faced up to some of the 
toughest tag teams in the WWF. With each 
match, their style improves. They have scored 
some major upsets and are expected to continue 
to do so. With a combined weight of 472, the 
Rougeaus are not among the heaviest tag teams 
in the World Wrestling Federation. Their forte is 
speed, science and agility. They have used moves 
so unique no one has named them. Their wres- 
tling future looks bright. 


Left; Jacques, left, and Raymond Rougeau. 
Right, above: The Rougeau brothers at play. 
Right, bottom: The Rougeaus at work, 
destroying an opponent with Le Bombe 
Rougeau . Below: The Rougeaus tangle with 
their arch-foes, the new Dream Team. 
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Bam Bam Bigelow 


Tipping the scales at almost 400 pounds, this 
huge man with the tattooed head is a tower of 
strength and master ofa surprising array of tech- 
nical wrestling moves. With all his size, he is 
amazingly quick. And beyond that, he can stand 
toe to toe with anybody in a brawl. Bigelow is 
tough as nails and never one to turn down a 
tough battle. Add to that a big heart and tre- 
mendous courage, and you've got a man who 
could make wrestling history 


Opposite page: The face of Bam Bam Bigelow 
shows that he is a man who has no fear, a 
rugged individual who fully believes in 
himself. Below: Bam Bam overwhelms another 
opponent, he has incredible agility for a man of 
his size—and tremendous skill. 
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Oliver Humperdink 


Battle-scarred from his days as a grappler, this 
wild, red-haired man emerged as a WWF man- 
ager only in the fall of 1987. He quickly attracted 
some premier talent to his stable. Shortly after 
breaking ties with Bobby “The Brain” Heenan, 
Paul “Mr. Wonderful” Orndorff hitched his star to 
Oliver Humperdink. And then came the really 
big surprise. Bam Bam Bigelow, a man with a 


wrestling future as big as his humongous body, 
announced that he had signed with Humper- 
dink after rejecting the best managers in the 
sport. Humperdink’s managerial abilities are not 
well known. But ifhe has any skill at all, he could 
well build Bigelow into a superstar 


The next manager of WWF champions? 


The Symbol of Excellence 
In Sports Entertainment 


wrestling scene today. The action and the feuds, the 
personalities and the muscle are all featured in this up-to-date 
color atlas of the wrestling world. No WWF fan’‘s library will be 
complete without Superstars Il. 


